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Dear Friends, 

I can’t believe Arts4All Florida is celebrating 
our 40th anniversary this year! While we’ve 
undergone many name and program 
changes over the years, one thing that 
hasn’t changed is our commitment to 
providing arts experiences for and by 
people with disabilities across the state. We 
hope you will join us throughout the year as 
we celebrate this milestone through 
programs and events virtually and in 
person.

Thank you for your ongoing support over 
these 40 years and into the next 40 years!

Best, 

Jennifer Sabo, Executive Director
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Discretionary Project

93% of our budget funded 
program expenses.

66 teaching artists were hired to 
teach programs and classes, injecting 
$126,769 into Florida’s economy.

17,100
people from 60
counties were 
directly served 
through 313 
in-person and 
virtual 
programs.



Arts4All Florida served 1,045 students with and without disabilities 
plus 418 teachers and parents through 107 virtual artist in 
residence programs during the 2020-2021 school year.

Residencies addressed an average of 12 Florida Standards. Along 
with art standards, 92% of residencies including standards in 
Special Skills, 89% including standards in Language Arts, and 
78% including standards in Mathematics. 

Residencies met the National Core Art Standards, with 92% of 
teachers saying students conveyed meaning through artistic work 
and 81% saying students analyzed or evaluated their own or 
others’ artistic work.

63 %
of residencies were in  
low-income schools and 
facilities and 28% were in 
rural communities.

Artist in Residence
 Programs Teaching                

in new ways

“This experience gave me another way 
to tie my science lessons to include art 
and bring out the creativity of my 
students in a fun way. This also opened 
my eyes to include content vocabulary 
into a culminating art project. We used 
vocabulary words such as 
metamorphosis, camouflage, 
ecosystems, translucent and defense 
mechanisms during our sessions. 

Throughout this residency I observed 
each of my students grow in some way- 
academically (especially in vocabulary), 
socially, in creative ways and 
expressing their feelings thru art. They 
all had so much fun and always looked 
forward to Arts4All with Mr. Ray.”

- Clay County
  Classroom Teacher



91 %
of teachers felt the art lessons helped 
most or almost all students increase their 
willingness to try new things.

Trying new things

“Ms. Emily did a wonderful job scaffolding her dance lessons. 
Dance integrates kinesthetic learning with understanding. Dance 
lessons with Ms. Emily helped my active Kinders develop 
important social and emotional skills in a fun and exciting way...
so needed and so valuable especially during our current social 
distancing situation.” - Collier County

  Classroom Teacher

Expressing yourself  
in new ways

of teachers felt the art 
lessons helped most or 
almost all students express 
themselves in new ways and 
increase their creative 
thinking and use of 
imagination

“This residency was phenomenal.  I 
saw students blossom in self 
expression. It helped me to look at 
teaching the curriculum in new ways. 
We are doing a new book in class 
and I had the students act out each of 
the pages. In Science this has been 
super helpful. Now we dance out the 
various concepts that we are learning 
about. We create little songs to go 
along with what we are learning in 
class.“  - Miami-Dade County

  Classroom Teacher

88 %



Using Zoom technology, Animation Gets Real 2021 
provided a rich anime experience for teens with autism 
and related disabilities. The full-day summer camp 
offered 86 students the opportunity to develop computer 
animation and digital music making skills. While the camp 
focused on the skills of animation and digital music 
making, significant time was spent on storyboarding, 
writing, and editing, as well as developing collaboration 
and social skills.

“Thank you all for the kind words, and for this amazing 
opportunity to learn things I wouldn’t have learned 
elsewhere. I came into this week unsure of myself and 
my abilities, but with your support and help I came out an 
animator. Creating my own animated short seemed like 
an impossible dream, but in the words of Walt Disney, it’s 
kind of fun to do the impossible. So thank you all again, 
and I hope to create 
with you all again 
someday.” 
          - Nelson B. 
  Camp Participant

Connecting
the Arts to the 
Community - 
Virtually

“Arts4All has been a lifeline to the outside world for our son. He 
has low immunities and was not able to participate in activities 
and gatherings outside the home. Thank you, thank you for 
offering this wonderful experience via Zoom!!” 
                                                          - Virtual Class Parent

828
children and adults with and without 
disabilities participated in 303 community 
art class and camp sessions during 39 
different programs.

“We are so grateful that these programs exist, especially during 
these difficult times. Children/young adults with Autism have had a 
very difficult time with changes in their world, programs like these
give them structure, anxiety 
release, and a way to connect 
with others. Thank you so 
much!” 
            - Parent, Afterschool 
                Dance Program



Seven very talented teens were selected as our 2020-2021 
Florida Young Performers winners. This competition seeks to 
identify talented artists with a disability, ages 14-26, to 
encourage and support the likelihood for a successful career 
in the arts. Two to three students in each category are 
selected from a pool of applicants through a strict adjudication 
process facilitated by experts in music, dance, and theatre.

Spotlight
on Young  
Artists

students with disabilities were 
recognized for their 
outstanding artistry, personal 
growth and leadership in the arts 
during the 2020-2021 Student of 
the Month program.

Music: 
Sarah Hardwig
Carson Monticello
Kevin Franco

Dance: 
Lawrence Carter
Sarah Redheffer

Theatre: 
Hailey Buxton
Ian Hayden

This year’s Florida Young 
Performer winners were: 

18



Thanks to a generous grant from the Florida Division of Cultural 
Affairs and the National Endowment for the Arts, Arts4All Florida 
continued to provide opportunities for 81 artists of all abilities 
and at all stages of their career to exhibit their artwork through 
four in-person and virtual exhibitions. While attendance at 
exhibitions was lower than normal due to the pandemic, an 
estimated 3,945 people viewed the shows at the 22nd Floor 
Gallery at the Florida Capitol, the Gasparilla Festival of the Arts, 
the Arts Alliance of Lee County, and the University of North 
Florida- Lufrano Gallery.

Promoting Adult Artists 
with Disabilities

Arts4All Florida also continued our partnership with Regions 
Bank, creating our 2021 artist calendar. Twenty-four adult artists 
with disabilities submitted 44 pieces to the contest and 13 
pieces were selected for the calendar. Not only did these artists 
get exposure through Arts4All Florida, but three markets of 
Regions Bank also distributed the calendar to their customers.

The Gasparilla Arts Festival, known as one of the Southeast’s 
most prestigious arts festivals, hosted 10 Arts4All Florida artist 
“booths” at its first ever virtual two-day festival. Along with 212 
artist “booths,” our artists’ work was able to be virtually viewed 
and purchased by art lovers from around the world. One of our 
very talented musicians was also hired to perform virtually 
during the event festivities. 



A New VIRTUAL 
Definition of  Dance 

Arts4All Florida was honored to host 
the fourth year of our “A New Definition 
of Dance” program, a series of 
educational activities, outreach events, 
and a performance by Antoine Hunter 
and the Urban Jazz Dance Company. 

Originally planned as an in-person 
event, “A New Definition of Dance” 
was switched to virtual due to the 
pandemic and served 291 people 
through 13 programs in four different 
cities in Florida: Tampa, Clearwater, 
St. Augustine, and Miami, as well as 
people from across the state (and 
country) with 1,314 people watching the finale 1-hour 
performance that was recorded in San Francisco and projected 
on the New World Symphony’s WALLCAST in Miami Beach as 
well as virtually on Facebook and YouTube.

“Beautiful work Antoine Hunter! It 
is pleasant to see your perception 
of reality through the movement of 
your dancers. You and the dancers 
embodied and were one with nature 
surrounding you and the music. I 
feel at peace after watching this.” 
             – Comment on performance

“This was so fascinating to me! I thought Antoine Hunter was 
amazing and even though he is completely deaf, it did not 
hinder any part of the experience. It in fact enhanced it and was 
so new and intriguing to me. How he and his interpreter worked 
together and how he was able to communicate without his 
interpreter too was so empowering. His class was so 
fulfilling. My biggest take away from this as a fellow disabled 
person is that anyone can teach dance (which is my dream) no 
matter the obstacles they face and everyone can experience 
some form of joy from dancing. He inspired me so much.”
 
               – Master class 
                  participant

“Mr. Hunter was amazing - he brought such knowledge, 
sweetness, and playfulness to the session. Strangers opened 
up to his movement suggestions in moments, giggling with 
each other. It was lovely! 
          – Professional development participant



832 teachers, teaching 
artists, and cultural 
organization staff and 
volunteers attended 38 
webinars and virtual 
trainings. These trainings 
focused on preparing arts 
educators and cultural 
organizations to better include people 
with disabilities in arts classes and 
cultural activities.

Accessible Arts 
Instruction for All

110,500 students are estimated to have benefited 
indirectly from our trainings and webinars!

“I gained so much knowledge about what’s available in AR/VR in 
the classroom. I’m brand new to this and look forward to using it 
to engage our migrant students in new possibilities for learning. 
Seeing all of the career options available in the first session was 
extremely helpful to wrap my mind around how to help kids see 
this a part of their future and be creators of this type of content.”
       - Training Participant

93% of training participants 
reported in the end of year 
evaluation that the training 
helped them plan accessible 
and/or inclusive lessons.

of training participants felt the tips and 
techniques learned in the training 
increased engagement for students with 
disabilities.

91 %

“I absolutely loved learning these programs I had no idea 
existed. The opportunities my students will gain from learning 
these programs is truly limitless. I loved interacting and getting 
to know teachers from different schools and what their 
programs offer. I’m excited to use what I learned to grow my art 
program and collaborate with Math and Science departments.”
           - Training Participant

“Great training! I appreciate all the materials we were given. 
This was a very useful training for me because I teach at a 
school that has a program 
for kids with SLA and PI, but 
a lot of the strategies and 
tools will be useful with my 
gen ed kids as well. I think 
all art teachers should take 
this training.”
 - Training Participant



“This gave me some wonderful ideas to 
incorporate dance, poems, jokes and 
literature when teaching a core subject 
such as Science. The whole unit 
focused on ‘space’ however, 
expanding the lesson by providing art 
activities made the students more
motivated to learn as well as have fun!”
         - Classroom Teacher

“This program gave me the opportunity to learn new ways to 
present and break down new and challenging content for 
students. It also was a great opportunity for me to learn ways 
to incorporate arts into all subject areas. I saw how much 
including arts regardless of the subject matter truly caught, 
and maintained, the interest of my students, much more than 
my often straight forward approach. I also witnessed more 
students understanding concepts and expressing their 
understanding of the material being taught at a variety of 
different levels, which was very exciting for me to see, 
especially for some of my nonverbal students that are often 
difficult to assess for comprehension of material. I loved 
seeing their ability to show what they had learned due to the 
inclusion of art into the content being taught.”
                                                                 - Classroom Teacher
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Thank you to our 
2020-2021 donors!



Available in alternative formats.
For more information contact:
Jennifer Sabo at jsabo@usf.edu 
arts4allflorida.org

Thank you 
to our 

2020-2021 
sponsors and 

funders!


